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MLA CONVENTION 


Washington and Washington libraries play host this month 
to the 53rd Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association, 
The headquarters and most of the sessions will be at the Hotel 
Statler from June 15 through June 18, with a pre-convention 
tour of the city on June 14. During the week trips will be 
made to the National Institutes of Health, the National Naval 
Medical Center, the Library of Congress, and the Armed Forces 
Medical Library. There will be a supper party on June 16 at 
the Army-Navy Country Club, and on June 18, there will be a 
banquet at the Statler, with Dr. Detlev W. Bronk, President, 
Rockefeller Institute of Medical Research, as speaker. At 
this writing 220 members have registered, and additional 
registrations are arriving daily. 


FRIENDS OF THE AFML 


One of the notable pre-convention events will be the din- 
ner on Monday evening, June 14, of the FRIENDS of the Armed 
Forces Medical Library, to be held at the Cosmos Club, 2121 
Massachusetts Avenue, N, W. Cocktails at 6:30; dinner at 7:30. 
Speaker: Dr. William Jerome Wilson; subject: The Nature and 
Value of Scientific History, 


THE 1953 AFML CATALOG 


This year for the first time the Processing Section of 
the Catalog Division has assumed full responsibility for the 
AFML's nart in the editing and compiling of the yearly printed 
Catalo under the direction of Mrs. Valeta Richel, Card Edi- 
tor 


On 25 January approximately 18,000 cards representing 
entries for Part Two: Subjects of the 1953 AFML Catalog were 
received from the Library of Congress; on 15 March approxi- 
mately 26,000 cards were returned, ready for mounting. The 
additional cards were guides for all subjects used and cross 
references to and from those subjects. The entire editing job 
was completed in seven weeks along with other regular opera- 
tions. Needless to state, some backlogs of current work de- 
veloped during those seven weeks. 








Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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This year's Catalog, the largest to date, will contain 
entries for 16,033 titles. The Author and Subject sections 
combined will consist of 927 pages. The Catalog was sent to 
the printer in April and the publication date is announced as 
18 June. 


Certain changes in format will be noticed in the current 
volume. The pages will be slightly smaller. This reduction 
in size is accomplished mainly by the use of narrower margins; 
there will also be a slightly greater reduction of the size of 
the type without any noticeable decrease in clarity. 


Other changes in format for this year have to do with 
the subject headings and the cross references in the Sub- 


ject section. New guide cards for headings used in 1953 
were typed during the year on a Varitype machine using a con- 
trasting type. "See also" references were typed on the elec- 


tric typewriters equipped with documentary type. This year 
the "see also" references will appear immediately after the 
subject referred from and before the list of titles dealing 
with that subject. Previously the "see also" references fol- 
lowed the listing of titles arranged under the subject, which 
arrangement made it necessary to repeat the subject heading 
with the references. 


One detail of format which was used in 1952 will be con- 


tinued in the 1953 Catalog --- the addition of guide words 
throughout’ the Catalog to indicate the first and last entry 
on each double-page spread. The guide words were. added by an 


AFML typist working at the Library of Congress while the 
mounting was being done; it is believed that these guide words 
add so much to the usability of the Catalog that the extra ef- 
fort to include them is worthwhile. 


Subject headings have been simplified further. In many 
cases compound subdivisions have been shortened. Thus, COM- 
PLICATIONS & SEQUELS has become COMPLICATIONS; LAWS & LEGIS- 
LATION has become LEGISLATION, Local geographic subdivisions 
have been discarded in most cases. As an example of this, 
all cards dealing with public health in Sweden are arranged 
under the subject PUBLIC HEALTH - SWEDEN instead of being 
scattered under PUBLIC HEALTH - SWEDEN - KOPPARBERG(PROVINCE), 
PUBLIC HEALTH - SWEDEN - LINDESBERG, and PUBLIC HEALTH - SWE- 
DEN — VARMLAND., 


During the editing, some cross references which legit- 
imately appear in the AFML card catalog have been eliminated 
from the Subject section of the printed Catalog. These refer- 
ences include those which appear so close to the subject re- 
ferred to that their usefulness would be lost, and those which 
would refer to a heading not included in this particular vol- 
ume; a few more were omitted because of the policy to exclude 
references from obsolete terms. 


Although a cost study of the 1953 Catalog has not yet 
been made, it may prove to be the least expensive of the cata- 
logs compiled to date. Quality has not been sacrificed to 
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= attain this end; more efficient routines for editing and com- 
piling have been developed from past experience, and these 
i have eased and speeded the work. 
Ss 
The price of the Catalog remains the same as last year - 
817.50. It may be purchased from the Card Division, Library 
ent of Congress, through card subscriptions, or on direct order. 
_ Checks or money orders should be payable to the Chief, Card 
of Division, Library of Congress. 
ith PORTRAIT ACCESSIONS 
ub- 
953 Deserving of special mention is a recent gift from Dr. 
on- Stanislas Lassalle of Paris consisting of the portrait prints 
ec~ of 295 distinguished physicians and scientists of the nine- 
ear teenth and twentieth centuries. Dr. Lassalle will be remen- 
the bered as the author (with Dr. A. Gottschalk) of La medecine 
ing aux Etats-Unis de 1940 a 1946, a summary for French readers of 
ol- America's contribution to medical science during the war peri- 
ich od, 
ing 
The series, originally assembled by the Deschiens firm 
of pharmaceutical chemists, features the scientist as teacher; 
on- apparently all the subjects were lecturers, permanent or visi- 
rds ting, on French medical faculties. The great majority are 
try French physicians and surgeons; a number of Germans and Aus- 
| an trians are represented and, from peripheral Europe, Pavlov, 
7 Lombroso, Ramon y Cajal, and Lord Lister. 
rds 
ef- 
The collection is a valuable addition to tne Library's 
art collection; three fourths of the celebrities were not rep- 
any resented before, 
'OM- 
I8- Another prized accession is a group of 55 glossy photo- 
ns copies of caricatures from La Tribuna Medica of Santiago de 
is, Chile, received from Miss Isabelle Entrikin, who left AFML in 
ged 1952 to join the staff of the American Embassy in Chile, It 
ng is of interest to note that some 20 of the caricatures are of 
E), personages from the Deschien collection and may well have been 
WE- drawn after these portraits. 
rit- 
ted 
‘er- 
tan } DIARY OF CHIEF SURGEON, AEF 
\ic 
‘ol- Through the good offices of Colonel James M, Phaien, 
ide | MM. C., (Ret.),the Library has received the diary of the late 
| Major General Merritte W. Ireland, mM. C., for the period 17 
May through 31 August 1917. During this period General Lre- 
yet land was serving as Chief Surgeon of the American Expedition- 
\ta- ary Force; he was Surgeon General of the Army for 13 years 
to prior to his retirement in 1931. 
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SPECIAL EXHIBIT 


A special exhibit is being prepared for showing at the 
Armed Forces Medical Library during the annual meeting of the 
Medical Library Association in Washington in June, Examples 
of classic items selected from the History of Medicine Divi- 
sion's rich collection, including a number of interesting 
medical Americana, will be shown, 


QUACK LITERATURE IN THE COLLECTION 


A recent notice from the Food and Drug Administration 
that Dr. Wilhelm Reich's Orgone Institute and his Orgone Ac- 
cumulators are frauds also informs us that the distribution 
of his books has been enjoined, The Armed Forces Medical Li- 
brary, like many other large medical libraries, contains a 
number of Dr. Reich's publications -- his earlier psychoana- 
lytic writings (Reich was a student of Freud), as well as 
the later and more questionable works. 


For a moment, we wondered whether circulation of these 
books could be considered as "distribution," and thus ille- 
gal; a minute's reflection tells us that it cannot, The larg- 
er question which comes to mind, however, is that concerning 
the expenditure of time and money by the Library to acquire 
and preserve quack literature. Long ago, of course, the Li- 
brary had to face up to this problem; the Reich case simply 
affords an excuse for reviewing the matter. 


We feel that the Armed Forces Medical Library, as the 
national medical library, should preserve a picture of medi- 
cine as it is in any certain period, and this picture must 
include both the true advances and the false leads. Some 
quack literature is obviously of the lunatic-fringe variety; 
other portions may well be only the reaction to present ex- 
cesses. We hold to the position adopted by Ploucquet in 1793, 
when he said that " a compiler cannot afford to indulge in 
the arrogance of deciding what is beneath...notice...Besides, 
the profession's favor may change and what has previously 
been condemned may later be approved." The principle to 
which we adhere is the collecting of the record of all 
that has been said and done by physicians and others, of 
all ages and nations, whether right or no, so _ long as it 
be addressed to the vexing problems of health and disease. 


THIS AGE OF SPEED 


The Index-Catalogue Division reports that the Public 
Library of Verona, Italy, wrote a letter on 4 February 1954 
acknowledging recent receipt of the latest (12 January 1948) 
shipment. The letter contained an apology for the delayed 
acknowledgment and explained that it was due to "un disguido 
postale." 
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